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entertaining attack upon the whole theory of a general
education, which is the basis of the Oxford system. The
claims of the Oxford system are probably, it must be
admitted, at their weakest in the education of a factory
inspector: but no loyal Oxonian will admit that a
general education is bad for administrators, nor indeed
would MacDonald have maintained it, I think, in his
later years, when he had seen more of administration.

This  purely   academical  and  theoretical  university  and
collegiate syllabus  was  putting  a  premium,  upon book
learning, and making it impossible for a man, with a
practical knowledge of factory theory to compete with young
men just leaving Oxford and Cambridge. He might say that
when he was in Johannesburg he met almost the whole of
Balliol University (sic), and the only justification given him
was that under circumstances such as existed there, the
administrators were said to require a very general knowledge
and a general education.  Every single one of those gentle-
men had been an absolute failure (Cries of "No, no!")
Perhaps there was one exception, but with one exception the
whole of the Balliol kindergarten in South Africa had been a
failure.   The Right Hon. Gentleman was proceeding on
precisely the same lines as those responsible for the Transvaal
acted upon immediately after the war, and he ventured to
prophesy that if the experiment was conducted for three or
four years the same disastrous results would have to be
recorded at the Factory Department of the Home Office.
These men when appointed were handed over to subordin-
ates, and the time of the subordinates was taken up lookin"
after them.  These very men, who had not the opportunit
of becoming full inspectors, had to coach the men who wei
appointed to the full inspectorships. . . . Decent employe]
of labour should make a strong protest against this attemi
to use the factories as schools for university men wh
received appointments as inspectors.   There never was
happier hunting ground provided by the ratepayers fc
people who were able to send their sons to be educated i
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